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 Explore over 12,000km of Western Australia’s coastline in just one day at AQWA.

 From the icy water of the southern ocean to the tropical wonderland of  coral 
 reefs in the far north, AQWA takes you on an underwater journey to discover the   
incredible and unique marine life of Western Australia.  

Embark on an underwater journey and discover Western Australia’s coastline   
via AQWA’s five distinct regions that reflect the unique marine environments 
found in each area:

THE AQWA JOURNEY

AQWA’s Shipwreck Coast

Travel beneath Indian Ocean waters in 
Australia’s largest walk through aquarium. 
Have a close encounter with four-metre 
sharks, huge stingrays, turtles and 
limestone reefs teeming with marine life.

Fun Fact
A shark can have up to 30,000 teeth in 
their lifetime!

    
AQWA’s Great Southern Coast

Venture into the depths of the cold 
Southern Ocean and discover mystical sea 
dragons, vibrant soft corals and colourful 
sponges. Encounter the elusive blue devil 
fish, bizarre pineapple fish and prickly 
scorpion cod.

Fun Fact
The male seadragon has the babies!



AQWA’s Perth  Coast

Explore Perth’s amazing coastline of 
ancient reefs and sandy bays. Moon jellies 
and cuttlefish pulse and sway amid vibrant 
coral reefs. Meet octopuses, rock lobsters, 
sea horses and lionfish in exhibits ranging 
from Garden Island to Mindarie.

Fun Fact
A cuttlefish has three hearts and blue 
blood!

AQWA’s Far North    

Explore one of the world’s most remote 
regions, home to dangerous marine 
animals and colourful coral lagoons.  
Some of the life that can be encountered 
includes blue spotted stingrays, clownfish, 
crocodiles and the deadly stone fish.

Fun Fact
Crocodiles swallow stones to help digest 
their food.

AQWA’s Marmion Marine Park

Enjoy a hands-on encounter with rock 
pool creatures in AQWA’s Mettam’s Touch 
Pool then visit Stingray Bay and relax by a 
coastal lagoon. 

Fun Fact
Starfish can have up to 200 feet on every 
arm!



DANGERZONE
Venture into the DANGERZONE!  
Face a deadly line up of marine creatures 
including sea snakes, stonefish, blue ringed 
octopus and coneshells.

Fun Fact
A blue ringed octopus holds enough venom to 
kill ten people!

   Coral Reef

AQWA’s Coral Reef is one of the world’s 
largest living coral reef exhibits, 
displaying the corals and marine life of 
Rottnest Island. Travel past Rottnest to 
the Perth Canyon, where you will discover 
the mysteries of giant squid and blue 
whales.

Fun Fact
Corals produce litres of slime a day to 
wash away waste, which fish then eat!

AQWA also includes two exciting feature exhibits integrated within the coastline journey: 

As you venture through AQWA’s Far North, a region where dangerous marine life are 
prominent, the DANGERZONE emerges. Here you will discover dangerous and deadly 
marine life which sting, bite, spike and infect! 

Travel west from the shores of AQWA’s Marmion Marine Park to the interactive Coral Reef, 
one of the world’s largest coral reef displays, where you can enter the aquarium and 
discover diving with the Reefwalker adventure. 

On the dry side, explore the exhibit to learn about the secrets of coral, reef fish and large 
local sufers like sea lions, bottlenose dolphins and humpback whales. Then delve into the 
mysteries of the Perth Canyon, a 4000m deep sea trench where elusive blue whales feed.

FEATURE EXHIBITS



AQWA’S OCEAN GUIDES

Ocean Guides are located throughout the aquarium to interact with visitors and provide fascinating insights into 
the behaviours and features of our marine life.  Informal presentations within each of AQWA’s regions take place 
every 15 minutes throughout the day to ensure that the visitor’s experience is as enjoyable as possible.

AQWA GIFT SHOP

The AQWA Gift Shop offers a fantastic selection of unique marine themed products and Australian souvenirs.  The 
extensive range includes marine fossils, jewellery, soft toys, homewares, clothing, glassware and books. Gift 
vouchers are available.

AQWA CAFÉ

The fully licensed AQWA Café serves delicious snacks, drinks and hot meals throughout the day.  Enjoy a 
cappuccino and magnificent views of Hillarys Marina from the outdoor terraces or comfortable indoor eating area.

THE AQWA FOUNDATION’S MARINE ARC (ANIMAL 
REHABILITATION CENTRES): Turtle Pool

The AQWA Foundation is a non-profit organisation established 
by AQWA to increase awareness, understanding and appreciation 
of WA’s oceans, by funding important marine endeavours. 

The Marine ARC now includes the Turtle Pool, which provides 
specialised care for the many sick and injured turtles that wash 
up on our shores, with the aim of rehabilitation.

AQWA FUNCTIONS

AQWA features two of the most spectacular ocean-side venues in 
Perth with facilities that ensure guests enjoy a first class event:

Function Centre: AQWA’s newly refurbished Function Centre 
features stunning views of the Indian Ocean and Hillarys Marina.

The Aquarium Suite: Pre-dinner drinks can be enjoyed 
surrounded by tropical fish before guests are seated in a relaxing 
dining area overlooking Hillarys Marina.

Features and Amenities



AQWA ADVENTURES

AQWA Adventures offers a range of once-in-a-lifetime experiences with Western Australia’s remarkable marine 
life. Adventures include:

Snorkel or Dive with Sharks:

An incredible opportunity to plunge into AQWA’s 3 million litre 
Shipwreck Coast aquarium and come face to fin with giant sharks, 
stingrays, turtles and thousands of fish. Experienced snorkellers or 
PADI qualified divers can join AQWA’s divemaster for this amazing 
experience.

•	  Available every day (1pm dive; 3pm snorkel)

Reefwalker: 

Discover diving as you travel through the colourful world of a living 
coral reef. AQWA’s reefwalker adventure uses a hookah dive system 
to allow visitors to walk underwater through one of the world’s 
largest coral reef exhibits, surrounded by hundreds of fish. No diving 
experience is needed and all those aged 12+ can participate.

•	 This adventure has a limited season and runs Fridays, Saturdays 
and Sundays throughout summer, weather permitting.

Ocean Safari: 

Join AQWA’s Ocean Safari for a whale watching adventure with a 
difference. Expect incredible encounters with sea lions, humpback 
whales and dolphins as the team travels through Marmion marine 
park. AQWA’s on board ocean guide and underater microphones (so 
you can HEAR the whales) makes this the ultimate whale watching 
adventure.

•	 This adventure has a limited season and runs from September to 
November, in line with the whale migration along WA’s coast.

AQWA Adventures



COMPANY OVERVIEW

AQWA – The Aquarium of Western Australia – is owned by Coral World International, an international company that 
has developed marine parks worldwide.  Coral World currently owns and operates four marine parks: Coral World 
Eilat, Israel; Maui Ocean Centre, Hawaii; Palma Aquarium, Spain and AQWA in Western Australia.  

CORAL WORLD HISTORY AND ETHOS
In the seventies, the founder of Coral World International, Morris Kahn, was scuba diving in the Red Sea with his 
son Benji. After one dive, Benji was heading to the surface too quickly.  To prevent his son from hurting himself, 
Morris swam after him and in the process damaged his own eardrums.  

As he was unable to dive, Morris spent the rest of the holiday on the beach and, whilst sitting alone, he began to 
think about what it would be like to never be able to experience life under the sea.  That grew into an appreciation 
for others who would never have the chance to see all that life under the ocean had to offer.

This was the impetus for the development of Coral World International: a company with the aim of designing a new 
kind of aquarium in which tourists could ‘go underwater’ to observe and enjoy the fascinating undersea world – 
previously open only to divers.

AQWA’s HISTORY
AQWA first opened in April 1988 as Underwater World, Perth and was purchased by Coral World International in 
1991. On 1 January 2001, the aquarium was re-launched as AQWA to showcase the diversity of marine life in Western 
Australia. As guests enter AQWA, they are taken on a region by region underwater journey, exploring 12,000km of 
coastline- from the icy water of the southern ocean to the tropical wonderland of coral reefs in the far north.

AQWA now consists of over 40 exhibits, including the Shipwreck Coast- the largest walk-through aquarium in 
Australia- and the Coral Reef- one of the largest living coral displays in the world. These exhibits also constitute 
AQWA’s two public diving aquariums, where visitors are able to enter and enjoy a first hand experience with WA’s 
amazing marine life. Other highlights include the Mettams Touch Pool, where all visitors can reach down and 
discover starfish, sea cucumbers, rays and more; and the Dangerzone, featuring a line up of some of the world’s 
most deadly creatures and displays ranging from live action videos to essential first aid facts!

AQWA’S VISION

To be the premier provider of nature based interaction with the marine environment of Western Australia and the 
recognised centre of marine knowledge for the state.

AQWA’S MISSION

To actively foster understanding, wonder and respect for the marine life of Western Australia.

The AQWA Story



     
 
AQWA FACT SHEET
Information correct as at June 2012.  Subject to change without notification

•	 	 Opening Times   10am to 5pm daily (except Christmas Day)

•	 To	AQWA	by	Car		 	 Drive	north	from	Perth	on	Mitchell	Freeway	
                                                            (Route 2).  Exit left at Hepburn Avenue for 
                                                             Hillarys Boat Harbour and AQWA.

•	 To	AQWA	by	Public	Transport	 Take	a	Joondalup	line	train	from	Perth	to	Warwick.		
                                                            Connect with a No. 423 bus to Hillarys Boat Harbour/AQWA.

•	 Ocean	Pass	 	 	 A	frequent	visitor	pass	perfect	for	local	families,	that	offers		 	 	
     exceptional value by enabling  you to regularly discover the wonders  
     of Western Australia’s oceans at discounted rates.

•	 Location	 	 	 91	Southside	Drive,	Hillarys	Boat	Harbour,	Hillarys	WA	6025

•	 Telephone	 	 	 +61	8	9447	7500

•	 Facsimile	 	 	 +61	8	9447	7856
•	 Email	 	 	 	 bookings@aqwa.com.au

•	 Website	 	 	 www.aqwa.com.au

•	 Facilities	and	Amenities	 o		Disabled	access
     o  Wheelchair available on request
     o  ATM, Bankcard/Mastercard/Visa accepted
     o  Free parking, disabled parking bays, bus bays
     o  Fully licensed café with balcony
     o  Baby change tables and bottle warmers
     o  Shop with unique marine souvenirs
     o  Dedicated function centre
     o  Free guide map on entry
     o  Free AQWA application for smartphones and tablets: featuring a   
     spotto game (to discover some of AQWA’s more elusive creatures), a   
     full audio tour and a QR code reader to scan our QR Signs Alive codes.

AQWA Fast Facts




